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Sherman was the one who outshone all others in the
Battle of Shiloh. Sherman had been born in Ohio in
1820. Like Lee and Grant he had graduated from West
Point Military Academy, and for a time he had served
in the army. He then retired to take up the profession
of a lawyer in Kansas, and at one time had been head
of a military school in Louisiana. On the outbreak of
the Civil War, however, he had re-entered the Union
army. He had commanded a brigade at the battle of
Bull Run, and after his success at Shiloh he became one
of the most trusted of the Northern commanders. You
will read more about him presently.

Just a fortnight after Shiloh another important vic-
tory was won for the Union cause. On April 16, 1862,
a Northern fleet, commanded by Captain David G.
Farragut, had entered the Mississippi and appeared off
the two strong forts, Jackson and St. Philip, which
guarded the approaches to New Orleans. On the i8th
the bombardment began, and from then until the 23rd
the Northern warships flung thousands of shells into the
guardian forts, which replied with a storm of fire from
their 126 big guns. For six days this inferno lasted, and
then, having still not succeeded in silencing the forts,
Farragut decided on a bold stroke. So he issued his
orders, and a few hours before dawn on the morning of
April 24, he led his fleet up the river and right under
the guns of the forts. It was a desperate attempt. The
Confederates sent fire-ships down upon the Federal
vessels, the guns from the forts and shore batteries filled
the air with screaming shells, but though Farragut's
flagship was set on fire by a blazing hulk, the bulk of